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The purpose of this paper is to present the results of erotgsslontme 
- phetawort Rv the sumer of 4977 on northern Banke alan, NoWaT. 


re We Wild disouse the results of, this initial fis work and our 


| inary sneavete, and nase them within the context of Ranks 

Island prehistory and some general questions regarding human 

predator/prey relationships. | 

| | Banks Island is the westermost of the Arebtic isiands. Very 
Little is known 4 @etail about ite natural and cultural history, 
| because few solentific investigations of eny sort have been 

carried out thers, Culturally, there appears to heve been | 
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| Tne oak of our specific interest in Banks Islami lies in 
the writings or Ve Stefansson (1921) on his extensive travels i: 
ares. between 1924 and 2917. While living off the land, he Yreporvsc 
chat the $ptene coneeined no live muskoxen whatsoever, but that 
there Wars numerovs recent irae sites that contained the rena! 

of the sninals. After questioning Copper Bskimos on Viotoria 
island, he Sesame wonvinees that these people had exterminated 

the muskoxen during a brief occupation of Bankes Island in the 
seogond half of the 19th Gontury e In light ef recent discussions 
of man=nuskox relationships {see asp. Burch 19773 Wilkinson 1973, 
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HERD SIZE IN AUGUST ON BANKS ISLAND 


Figure 1: Frequency distribution of animals per kt11 
site compared with the frequency distribution of herd 
sizes seen on Banks Island. 
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Figure 5. Percentage of Male Muskox in extant Bathurst herds 
and archaeological Banks Island kill sites. 
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Figure 2. Herd size frequency for Muskox on Bathurst Island. 
Shaded area represents Banks Island kill sites. 
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Figure 3. Mature (third molars erupted and worn) male 
and female muskox skulls. Basicranial view. 


Figure 4. Young male and female muskox (third molar 
unerupted and the second molars show only moderate wear). 
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